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34.
Mr G B D McIntosh to ask the Minister of Water Affairs and Forestry

(1)
Whether water tankers were used in October 2001 to deliver water in areas served by the (a) Middledrift, (b) Hlanganani (Magwaza) and (c) Mphalwini water schemes in the Thukela River Valley; if so, (i) why was it necessary to use tankers, (ii) for how long were these water supply schemes not functioning, (iii) who contracted with the tanker owner to supply potable water; (iv) for how long (aa) have these contracts been in force and (bb) will these contracts run, (v) what was the cost of providing tankers to these water scheme users and (vi) who paid the cost;

(2)
whether the abovementioned water schemes will be repaired; if not, why not; if so, (a) by whom and (b) at what cost?
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REPLY:

(1)
The Cholera Management Strategy of the Province of KwaZulu-Natal, which is aligned with the National Strategy, allows District Municipalities to utilise water tankers to provide immediate and quick relief to Cholera hot spots for a limited period of up to two weeks in order to develop appropriate relief programmes such as water supply from safe boreholes, treatment of existing informal sources through mobile package treatment plants or linking onto neighbouring schemes.  These temporary emergency measures are funded from public funds in a spirit of cooperative governance by the relevant District Municipality, Provincial line function departments, specific allocations to combat the epidemic from National Government through the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry and in certain cases even the private sector and the costs incurred by the various bodies are therefore not readily available in the Department.  The supply of water by tankers is done as a specific strategic option in areas where it is deemed feasible from a host of alternatives that include distribution of personal protective measures such as household bleach, personal water filtration units and safe storage containers.

According to a recent survey by my Department, water tankers have been deployed for short periods by the uThungulu District Municipality Joint Operations Centre (JOC) within the areas of Hlanganani (Magwaza) and Mphalwini in the Thukela River Valley, both within the areas served by the Schemes and also in adjoining areas not yet served.  No tankers have been utilised within the area served by the Middledrift Scheme.
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It must be appreciated that the completed portions of the above schemes are the first phase of a larger regional scheme to serve a much wider area.   Where water tankers were utilised in these areas during the past year it was done also to extend emergency relief water supply to adjoining areas not yet supplied by safe piped water from the reticulation networks.

The use of the tankers was necessary due to failure of the water sources supplying the Hlanganani (Magwaza) and Mphalwini Schemes during the late winter to early spring period before the onset of the rainy season and some component functionality problems.  These two schemes have been developed from local water sources in order to get water supply to these areas quicker, but always with the intent that they will, as part of the long-term development, be linked to the main water supply at Middledrift.  Automatic pre-payment dispensing units also malfunctioned and were replaced by normal stand taps.  The two schemes experienced sporadic functionality problems for about six weeks to two months.

Water tankers were contracted to provide relief in identified cholera hotspots by the Joint Operations Centre (JOC) for the specific areas.  The JOC contracted with water tanker operators as agent on behalf of the funding institution.  (The JOC consists of representatives of the KwaZulu-Natal Disaster Management Centre, the Provincial Department of Health in KwaZulu-Natal, the uThungulu District Municipality, the SANDF, my Department, involved NGO’s and private sector organisations.)

General water tanker contracts had been in force from September 2000 to February 2002 in the uThungulu District and were used in various areas dictated by the need for immediate and quick intervention at any given time.  All Provincial Department of Health funded water tanker contracts in the uThungulu District Municipality area have been terminated at the end of February 2002.

Funds made available through my Department and funds from the District Municipality and local municipalities are still being utilised for provision of emergency, short-term water supply using road water tankers where appropriate, as provided for in the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Cholera Management Strategy.

These services were funded from the pool of funds made available by the Provincial Department of Health in KwaZulu-Natal and also from a direct contribution from the Nkandla Local Municipality.  Since the tankers were managed over a larger operational area, it is not possible to determine the exact cost for the specific two areas in question.  These water tankers operate at an average cost of R2 000 per day.  The cost of tanker water supply to the two areas could therefore be estimated at between R50 000 and R100 000 depending on how many tankers were used and how often they had to visit these two areas.

Since these services to the larger Nkandla area were funded from a pool of funds made available by the Provincial Department of Health and also from a direct contribution from the Nkandla Local Municipality it is not possible to state who directly funded the cost.  It should be seen as an effort in the spirit of co-operative governance to save lives during an epidemic which threatened the lives of almost half a million people in KwaZulu-Natal.
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(2)
The Hlanganani (Magwaza) and Mphalwini Schemes have, in the mean time, been linked to the Middledrift Scheme, which has the Thukela River as a secured source of water.  All community water supply schemes in the area are now fully functional.  The water supply linkage pipelines have been implemented by the uThungulu District Municipality, who is the responsible Water Services Authority for the area, with support from Mhlathuze Water whom they used as an implementing Agent.

My Department allocated an amount of R460 000 to the uThungulu District Municipality for betterment works on these two schemes, which have included the linking of pipelines to the Middledrift Scheme as part of the planned regional scheme.

